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Fr John B. Flynn, S.A.C.
 

Pallottine Community

Dear Committee,

Further to my previous communication, an added factor has come to my mind. With a truly
democratic government, in regard to a situation where, because of military threat, compulsory
conscription exists, whereby all males of military age are, by law, obliged to accept the call-up to
one of the armed services, in the case of a sincere conscientious objection on the part of an
individual male to serving in the armed forces, such a sincere conscientious objection is accepted
as a valid reason for granting an exemption and so such a male would be exempted. Only in a
totalitarian state would such an objection be rejected and no conscientious objector would be
exempted from military service. If a law is promulgated whereby a minister of religion is obliged,
by law, to report any penitent who confessed to the sexual abuse of a minor to the lawful
authority, surely in a democratic society, given the right to freedom of conscience, any minister
who has a sincere conscientious objection to making such a report should be exempt from
making it. To insist otherwise would be pressurizing that minster to violate his conscience and
therefore would be a violation of his rights and it would be a totalitarian act. To put it
syllogistically, should the breaking of the seal of confession become mandatory:

Only a godless totalitarian government would mandate a conscientiously objecting religious
minister  to break the seal of confession.

The West Australian government is mandating the breaking of the confessional seal by a
religious minister who conscientiously objects to breaking the seal.

Therefore the West Australian government is godless and totalitarian.

Please consider.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

 

Fr, John B. Flynn, SAC Pastor Emeritus Rossmoyne.

 




